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When addressing whether there can be a feminist criminology, Daly and Chesney-Lind 
maintained that feminist theories and research should be incorporated in any criminolo-
gist’s study of crime. Incorporating such perspectives entails more than just a focus on 
women or sexism. Rather, these approaches provide an opportunity to study unexplored 
aspects of men’s crime and forms of justice, as well as forms of theory construction and ver-
ification. Thus, they argued that the promise of feminist thought has barely been realized.136

Almost 20 years after Daly and Chesney-Lind’s article on feminist criminology, Amanda 
Burgess-Proctor argued that for contemporary third-wave feminist criminologists, 
it is essential to build on the foundation laid by previous feminist criminologists.137 
Specifically, she maintained that feminist criminology needs to embrace all sources of 
oppression without prioritizing gender. Thus, feminist criminology should incorporate an 
intersectional framework, informed by multiracial feminism, which includes such defining 
social characteristics as race, class, gender, sexuality, nationality, and age.138

One feminist framework that has been used to explore the experiences of women in the 
criminal justice system is pathways research:

A feminist approach to understanding the etiology of females’ (and sometimes 
males’) offending is termed by some as “pathways to crime.” . . . [T]his approach 
attempts to determine life experiences, particularly childhood ones, that place 
one at risk of offending. The pathways research indicates that traumas such as 
physical and sexual abuse and child neglect are not only defining features in the 
lives of many female offenders, but also these traumas are often related to one’s 
likelihood of committing crimes.139

Whereas life course research collects longitudinal data over the course of an individual’s 
life, pathways research typically collects data, usually through interviews, at one point 
in time that provides retrospective inquiry as to an individual’s life and his or her life 
experiences.140 Some feminists have argued that the pathways perspective has provided 

Before and after pictures of a woman who uses methamphetamine. One may question how this woman got to this point in her 
life—in other words, her pathway.
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multiracial feminism: 
an intersectional 
framework that includes 
such defining social 
characteristics as race, 
class, gender, sexuality, 
nationality, and age.

pathways research: 
typically collects data, 
usually through interviews, 
at one point in time that 
provide retrospective 
inquiry as to an individual’s 
life and life experiences.


